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Currently there are 1944 children represented on the Daslne database. Only 72 families did not allow details about their child to be entered into the database, but we have been granted ethics permission to keep information on their year of birth, gender and diagnosis. We have detailed information from the parent questionnaire for 1546 children and some information on others from updates. Families who register a preschool child with Daslne are contacted for an update as their child turns 6 years old.  
Table 1 shows the numbers in each district who have given consent. (Where numbers and percentages do not add up exactly there are missing data on age.)
Table 1 – Numbers of children by local authority and age at joining Daslne 
	
	Age Bands
	Total

	
	Up to 5 years
	6-9 years
	10-13 years
	14-17 years
	18 yrs or over
	

	Gateshead
	Count
	95
	72
	43
	19
	
	231

	
	%
	41.1
	31.2
	18.6
	8.2
	
	

	Newcastle
	Count
	96
	110
	82
	25
	
	317

	
	%
	30.3
	34.7
	25.9
	7.9
	
	

	Northumberland
	Count
	179
	174
	122
	36
	
	511

	
	%
	35.0
	34.1
	23.9
	7.0
	
	

	North Tyneside
	Count
	71
	69
	53
	13
	
	210

	
	%
	33.8
	32.9
	25.2
	6.2
	
	

	Sunderland
	Count
	189
	149
	99
	24
	
	461

	
	%
	41.0
	32.3
	21.5
	5.2
	
	

	South Tyneside
	Count
	59
	67
	50
	17
	
	195

	
	%
	30.3
	34.4
	25.6
	8.7
	
	

	Total
	Count
	689
	641
	449
	134
	12
	1925

	
	%
	35.8
	33.3
	23.3
	7.0
	0.6
	


Table 2 – Children’s current schooling (Total = 1407)
	 
	preschool
	mainstream
	unit attached to mainstream
	special school
	college
	other

	
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%
	%

	Gateshead
	9.6
	49.7
	8.3
	28.0
	1.9
	2.5

	Newcastle
	7.1
	52.7
	12.6
	20.5
	2.9
	4.2

	Northumber-land
	9.7
	56.6
	6.4
	22.1
	2.5
	2.8

	North 

Tyneside
	5.0
	42.9
	9.9
	38.4
	3.1
	0.6

	Sunderland
	13.3
	55.9
	6.8
	20.4
	1.2
	2.4

	South 

Tyneside
	5.3
	48.0
	19.3
	20.7
	4.0
	2.7

	Total
	9.1
	52.5
	9.5
	23.8
	2.4
	2.6


Around half of the children with autism spectrum disorder on our database are in mainstream schooling.  If we also take into account those children who are in a unit attached to a mainstream school, then three in every five children are in mainstream.

Table 3 – Statements of special educational needs (Total = 1140)
	 
	Number with statements

	Gateshead 
	86 (55%)

	Newcastle 
	138 (58%)

	Northumberland
	225 (62%)

	North Tyneside 
	111 (69%)

	Sunderland 
	166 (49%)

	South Tyneside 
	92 (61%)

	Total
	818 (58%)


The reasons for the differences between authorities in proportion of statements are a matter for speculation.  To some extent they may reflect the level of support made available to children in each authority.  Since September 2014, statements have been replaced by Education, Health and Care Plans.
We have asked both parents and professionals to report the child’s diagnosis – usually they agree but sometimes one will report ‘Autism’ and the other ‘Autism Spectrum Disorder’.  Table 4 draws mostly on the parent report of diagnosis.
Table 4 – Children’s diagnosis by gender (Total = 1442)
	 
	Male
	Female

	Autism
	81.9%
	18.1%

	Asperger Syndrome
	86.4%
	13.6%

	Autism Spectrum Disorder
	84.1%
	15.9%

	Total
	84.0%
	16.0% 


The ratio of 5:1 of boys to girls for Autism is as expected from published research.  However, for those children with a diagnosis of Asperger Syndrome the ratio is 6:1.  This difference is also suggested in published research; it is possible that this suggests that Asperger Syndrome is not as recognised in girls as in boys.  
One hundred and fifty children on the database have a sibling with ASD. 
We asked parents about a range of ten behaviour problems their children may display.  The chart below shows the proportion of parents who described behaviour problems as occurring frequently, that is, at least 3 times a week.
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Sensory reactions and faddiness about eating are the problems that occur most frequently, affecting more than half of the children at least 3 times per week.  
We might also ask whether children tend just to have one type of problem behaviour or whether they have several.  The chart below shows how many children present with 1 or 2, or even up to 10 types of problem frequently, all at the same time. Nearly half of the children show four or more of the problems listed, at least three times per week.
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These data emphasise how many difficulties families have to cope with, and why accurate planning of family support and child mental health services is vital.
How age of diagnosis has changed over time
As awareness of autism increases, the age at which children are diagnosed might be expected to decrease. An analysis was done on the data to look at the current age of the child and the age that the individual was diagnosed.  The data were divided into high functioning children and lower functioning. 
High functioning children were defined as those children who are using sentences with reasonably good grammar. Lower functioning children have lesser levels of language skill. 

The results show that there has been a clear downward trend in age of diagnosis for both high functioning and lower functioning children. The median age for diagnosis of high functioning children has dropped over time from 7 years of age to 4 years. The median age for lower functioning children has dropped from 5 years to 2 years.
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________________________________________________________________________
These data are supplied in good faith. We believe them to be an accurate summary of the data held on Daslne.  Any dissemination, publication or presentation which uses data reports obtained from Daslne must include the following acknowledgement:

‘This information was supplied by Daslne, the database on children with autism spectrum disorder living in the North East, based at Newcastle University (www.ncl.ac.uk/daslne).’
Institute of Health and Society, Newcastle University,

Sir James Spence Institute 3rd floor, Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 4LP.

( 0191 282 1400     ( 0191 282 4725     ( daslne@ncl.ac.uk     www.daslne.org
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